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that are under him, whiles he maketh them to fear, and yet in soothing bind them to a fearful reverence." 1
Again, a ruler must not neglect external concerns in his attention to spiritual things, nor yet be so absorbed in earthly business as to lose sight of the things of heaven. A good bishop is frequently inclined to fall into the former error. " And no wonder their preaching is generally looked down upon; for while they reprove the deeds of transgressors, but yet do not furnish them with things needful for this present life, they are not heard with any willingness; for the word of doctrine maketh no way into the soul of a man in want, if the hand of mercy commend it not to Ms mind." A bishop, therefore, should bear with secular business out of consideration for his flock, not seeking it for love, but enduring it from compassion.2
A ruler should not set his heart on pleasing men, yet he should attend to that which ought to please them. He who inordinately desires popularity is in effect striving to attract men's love to himself instead of to his Master, and is therefore " an enemy of the Kedeemer." Still, " it behoveth good rulers to desire to please men, but so as to draw their neighbours by the sweetness of their character, to a fondness for the Truth; not that they should desire to be loved themselves, but that they may make the affection borne to them, as it were a sort of road by which they may lead the hearts of their hearers to the love of their Creator. For it is hard for a preacher who is not loved, however right may be his warnings, to be heard gladly."8
Again, a ruler ought to be a person of penetration and discretion. He must be able to distinguish, for instance, between virtues and virtuous-seeming vices; for vices often feign to be virtues, niggardliness masquerading as frugality, lavishness as liberality, unbridled anger as spiritual zeal, and so forth. He must understand, moreover, how to deal with these vices when detected. For " sometimes the faults of subjects are discreetly to be winked at, but to be shown that they are winked at; sometimes even when they are openly acknowledged, they are in their season to be borne; but sometimes even those that are hidden are to be curiously sought out; sometimes they are to be gently reproved, at others sharply rebuked." *
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